BERAKOTH

[7a] R. Johanan says in the name of R. Jose: How do we know
that the Holy One, blessed be He, says prayers? Because it says:
Even them will I bring to My holy mountain and make them joyful itn My
house of prayer.s Tt is not said, ‘their prayer’, but ‘“My prayer'; hence
[you learn] that the Holy One, blessed be He, says prayers. What
does He pray?—R. Zutra b. Tobi said in the name of Rab: ‘May
it be My will that My mercy may suppress My anger, and that My
mercy may prevail over My [other] attributes, so that I may deal
with My children in the attribute of mercy and, on their behalf,
stop short of the limit of strict justice’. 5 It was taught: R. Ishmael
b. Elisha says: I once entered into the innermost part [of the
Sanctuary] to offer incense and saw Akathriel Jah,7 the Lord of

"Hosts, seated upon a high and exalted throne. He said to me:
Ishmael, My son, bless Me! I replied: May it be Thy will.that Thy
mercy may suppress Thy anger and Thy mercy may prevail over
Thy other attributes, so that Thou mayest deal with Thy children
according to the attribute of mercy and mayest, on their behalf,
stop short of the limit of strict justice! And He nodded to me with
His head. Here we learn [incidentally] that the blessing of
an ordinary man must not be considered lightly in your eyes.

R. Johanan further said in the name of R. Jose: How do you
know that we must not try to placate a man in the time of his

a anger? For it is written: My face will go and I will give thee rest.t
The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Moses: Wait till My counte-
nance of wrath shall have passed away and then | shall give thee
rest. But is anger then a mood of the Holy One, blessed be He? —
Yes. For it has been taught:* A God that hath indignation every day.3

And how long does this indignation last? One moment. And how -

long is one moment? One fifty-eight thousand eight hundred and
eighty-eighth part of an hour. And no creature has ever been able
to fix precisely this moment except the wicked Balaam, of whom
it is written: He knoweth the knowledge of the Most High.+ Now, he
did not even know the mind of his animal; how then c¢ould he
know the mind of the Most High? The meaning is, therefore, only
that he knew how to fix precisely this moment in which the Holy
One, blessed be He, is angry. And this is just what the prophet
said to Israel: O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab
devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him . . . that ye may
know the righteous acts of the Lord.5 What means ‘That ye may know
the righteous acts of the Lord'?—R. Eleazar says: The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to Israel: See now, how many righteous acts
I performed for you in not being angry in the days of the wicked
Balaam. For had I been angry, not one remnant would have been
left of the enemies of Israel.6 And this too is the meaning of what
Balaam said to Balak: How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed?
And how shall I execrate, whom the Lord hath not execrated?? This
teaches us that Fe was not angry all these days. And how long does
His anger last? Opne moment. And how long is one moment? R.
Abin (some say R. Abina) says: As long as it takes to say Rega".8
And how do you know that He is angry one moment? For it is
said: For His anger is but for a moment [rega‘], His favor is for a life-
time.? Or if you prefer you may infer it from the following verse:

b Hide thyself for a little moment until the indignation be overpast.’ And
when 1s He angry?— Abaye says: In [one moment of] those first
three hours of the day, when the comb of the cock is white and it
stands on one foot. Why, in each hour it stands thus [on one foot ]2
—In each other hour it has red streaks, but in this moment it has
no red streaks at all.

In the neighbourhood of R. Joshua b. Levi there was a Sadducees
who used to annoy him very much with (his interpretations of]
texts. One day the Rabbi took a cock, placed it berween the legs
of his bed and watched it. He thought: When this moment arrives
I shall curse him. When the moment arrived he was dozing. [On
waking up]* he said: We learn from this that it is not proper to
act in such a way. It is written: 4nd His tender mercies are over all
His works.5 And it is further written: Neither is it good for the righteous
10 punish.S It was taught in the name of R. Meir: At the time when
the sun rises and all the kings of the East and West put their
crowns upon their heads and bow down to the sun, the Holy One,

- blessed be He, becomes at once angry.

R. Johanan further said in the name of R. Jose: Better is one

self-reproach in the heart of a man than many stripes, foritissaid:

And she shall run after her lovers . . . thes shall she say,7 I shall go and
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return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than now.8 R,
Simon b. Lakish says: It is better than a hundred stripes, for it is
said: A rebuke entereth deeper into a man of understanding than a hundred
stripes into a fool.9 v

R. Johanan further said in the name of R. Jose: Three things
did Moses ask of the Holy One, blessed be He, and they were
granted to him. He asked that the Divine Presence should rest
upon Israel, and it was granted to him. For it 1s said: Is it not in that
Thou goest with us [ so that we are distinguished, I and Thy people, from
all the people that are upon the face of the earth].»> He asked that the
Divine Presence should not rest upon the idolaters, and it was
granted to him. For it is said: ‘So that we are dt.\'rmgmshed Iand Thy

* people’. He asked that He should show him the ways of the Holy
One, blessed be He, and it was granted to him. For it s said:

¢ Show me now Thy ways.» Moses said before Him: Lord of the Universe,
why is it that some righteous. men prosper and others are in adver-
sity, some wicked men prosper and others are in adversity? He
replied to him: Moses, the righteous man who prospers is the
righteous man the son of a righteous man; the righteous man who
Is In adversity i3 a righteous man the son of a wicked man. The
wicked man who prospers is a wicked man son of a righteous man;
the wicked man who Is in adversity is a wicked man son of a
wicked man.

The Master said above: ‘“The righteous man who prospers is a

righteous man son of a righteous man; the righteous man who is
in adversity is a righteous man son of a wicked man’. But this is
not so! For, lo, one verse says: Visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children,* and another verse says: Neither shall the children
be put to death for the fathers.3 And a contradiction was pomted out
between these two verses, and the answer was given that there is
no contradiction. The one verse deals with children who continue
tn the same course as their fathers, and the other verse with children
who do not continue in the course of their fathers!—[You must}]
therefore [say that] the Lord said thus to Moses: A righteous man
who prospers is a perfectly righteous man; the righteous man who
is in adversity is not a perfectly righteous man. The wicked man
who prospers is not a perfectly wicked man; the wicked man who
is in adversity 1s a perfectly wicked man. Now this [saying of R.
Johanan]+ is in opposition to the saying of R. Meir. For R. Meir
said: only two [requests] were granted to him, and one was not
granted to him. For it is said: And I will be gracious to whom I will
be gracious, although he may not deserve it, And I will show mercy
on whom I will show mercy,5 although he may not deserve it.¢

And He said, Thou canst not see My face.7 A Tanna taught in the
name of R. Joshua v. Korhah: The Holy One, blessed be He,
spoke thus to Moses: When I wanted, you did not want [to see

d My face]* now that you want, I do not want. —This is mm opposition
to {the interpretation of this verse by] R. Samuel b. Nahmani in
the name of R. Jonathan. For R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in the
name of R. Jonathan: As a reward of three [plous acts]* Moses
was privileged to obtain three [favours). In reward of "And Moses
hid his face’, he obtained the brightness of his face.3 In reward of
"For he was afraid’, he obtained the privilege that They were afraid
to come #igh him.4 I reward of ‘To look upon God', he obtained The
similitude of the Lord doth he behold.5

And I will take away My hand, and thou shalt see My back.6 R. Hama
b. Bizana said in the name of R. Simon the Pious: This teaches us that
the Holy One, blessed be He, showed Moses the knot of the tefillin.7

R. Johanan further said in the name of R. Jose: No word of
blessing that issued from the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be
He, even if based upon a condition, was ever withdrawn by Him.
How do we know this? From our teacher Moses. For it is said:
Let me alone, that I may destroy them, and blot out their name from under
heaven; and I will make of thee a nation mightier and greater than they.8
Though Moses prayed that this might be mercifully averted and it
was cancelled, [the blessing] was nevertheless fulfilled towards his
children. For it is said: The sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer . .. .
And the sons of Eliezer were Rehabia the chief ... and the sons of
Rehabiah were very many.9 And R. Joseph learnt: They were more
than sixty myriads. This is to be learnt from two occurrences of
the term ‘manifold’. Here it is writcen: were very many, and elsewhere
it is written: And the children of Israel were very fruitful and fucreased
abundantly, and became very many.©



