THE TALMUD

Evolution of Halacha

THE TORAH

Torah she-bichtav, the “Written Law.” According to tradition, the
Torah was given to Moses on Sinai, who transmitted it to Joshua,
who transmitted it to the Elders, who transmitted it to the Prophets
... and eventually, it was transmitted to the Sanhedrin.

THE MISHNAH

Codification and collection of Torah she-be’al peh, “Oral Law,”

transmitted by word of mouth over generations. Compiled by
Rabbi Judah and his court around 160-200 C.E. in Palestine.

The Jerusalem Gemara

Compilation of the commentary on the
MISHNAH by the Amora’im in Palestine,
approx. end of 4™ century. Together with
the Mishnah, this forms the JERUSALEM

TALMUD.

The Babylonian Gemara

Compilation of the commentary on the
MISHNAH by scholars in the Babylonian
academies approx. end of 5* century. This is
much larger and more significant than the
Jerusalem Gemara. Together with the
Mishnah, this forms the BABYLONIAN
TALMUD.

Comments and decisions of the
GE’ONIM, 6™-10™ centuries.

Commentaries by RASHI
(France, 11" century)

Tosafot: Commentaries by descendants of Rashi
(France/Germany, 12™-13™ century)

Mishneh Torah by MAIMONIDES (“The Rambam”)
(Egypt, 12" century)

(Palestine, 16" century)

Shulchan Aruch: Code by JOSEPH KARO

Other codes and

commentaries
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