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A. Topic Areas for Lecture/Discussion (first and subsequent sessions, as needed)

1. Historical background: Judean history, ca. 730-515 BCE

2. Digging deeper: Mesopotamian lamentation literature

3. Biblical poetry in general, and special features of Lamentations

4. Personifications and ‘voices’ in Lamentations

5. Ritual and moral purity: their meaning and interplay in Lamentations
6. Mourning literature: Qinah, communal and Jerusalem laments

7. Who wrote it, and when?

B. Texts to be Translated

1. Lamentations 3: Witnessing devastation, reflecting, responding
2. Time permitting: take your pick

C. Main Course Features

1. Each week’s class will include a running grammar review a we translate each
passage. Special grammatical problems will be treated separately, as needed.

2. For this course, copies of texts to be translated will be provided at least one week
in advnace. Separate page/s of grammar notes will be included with each Hebrew
passage.

3. Students are encouraged to buy grammars and dictionaries of Classical/Biblical
Hebrew. Some of the standards will be outlined in class upon request.
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