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I. The Two Creation Stories
1. Genesis 1: 26-27
And God said: “Let us make a human in our image, by our likeliness. To hold sway over the fish of the sea and the fowl of the heavens and the cattle and the wild beast and all the crawling things that crawl upon the earth.  And God create the human in His image, in the image of God He created him, male and female He created them.
Genesis Rabbah 8:1

When god created the first man He created him an androgynous, as it is written:” Male and female He created them.”  Rabbi Shmuel ben Nahman said: When God created  the first man He created him two-faced and then sawed him in half and made him two backs, one for one half and one for the other.

2. Genesis 2:18-24
And the Lord God said: “It is not good for man to be alone; I shall make him a sustainer (helpmate) beside him.” And the Lord God … And the Lord God cast a deep clumber on the human (Adam) and he slept, and He took one of his ribs and closed over the flesh where it has been, and the Lord God built  the rib He had taken from the human into a women and He brought her to Adam and Adam said: “
This one, at last is bone of my bones, flesh of my flesh.  
This one shall be called Woman (Ishah) for from man (Ish) was she taken.”
Therefore does a man leave his father and his mother and cling to his wife and they become one flesh. 
3. The Lilith Story:  Midrash: The Alphabet of Ben Sira (Between 700 and 1000 AD)
When God created He said, “It is not good for man to be alone” and immediately He created a woman, from the earth, as He had created Adam himself, and called her Lilith. Adam and Lilith immediately began to fight. HE said: “You should lie below.” She said, 'I will not lie below, for both of us are equal and both of us are form the earth.”  They would not listen to one another and finally the first Adam became furious with her. When Lilith saw this, she pronounced the Ineffable Name and flew away into the air. Adam stood in prayer before his Creator: “Sovereign of the universe!' he said, 'the woman you gave me has run away.'” At once, the Holy One, blessed be He, sent these three angels to bring her back… (but she refused).

II. Marriage & Divorce

1. Marriage:  Babylonian Talmud: Kiddushin 2a-2b
Mishnah:  A woman is acquired in three ways and acquires her freedom in two: by money, by deed a=or by intercourse. ..  And she acquires herself be divorce or by the death of her husband…
Gemara: 2b: … were it to say “A man acquires” I might have thought even against her will, hence it is stated: “A woman is acquired” – only with her consent, and nor without it
2. Divorce:  Babylonian Talmud Ketubot 77a
Mishnah:  The following are compelled to divorce [their wives]: A man who is afflicted with boils, or has a polypus, or gathers [animal dung], or is a coppersmith or a tanner, whether they were in such a state before the married or these [circumstances] arose after their marriage.  Concerning all of these Rabbi Meir said:  Even if the man made a stipulation with her {before the marriage, that she consent to his condition] she may nevertheless plead: “I thought I could endure him but now IU cannot.”  The Sages, however, sais: She must endure [all these conditions] despite her wishes with the only exception being the man afflicted with boils, for she [in the sexual act] will enervate him.
III. Childbearing










page 2
1. The Duty of Procreation: Babylonian Talmud: Yevamot 65b
Mishnah: A man is commanded to procreate but a woman is not.  Rabbi Yohanan ben Beroka, however, said: Concerning both of them it is said:  “And God blessed them, and God said to them: ‘Be fruitful and multiply.’”

Gemara: Whence is this deduced?  … A woman once came before Rabbi Nahman.  When he told her:”The commandment does not apply to you” she replied: “Does not a woman like me require a staff in her hand and a hoe to dig her grave?”  “in such a case,” the Master said, “we certainly compel [the husband to divorces his wife].”

Judah and Hezekiah were twins.  The features of one were developed at the end of nine month sand those of the other at the beginning of the seventh month.  Judith, the wife of Rabbi Hiyyah, having therefore suffered agonizing pain in childbirth, upon recovery change her clothes and came before Rabbi Hiyyah.  “Is a woman” she asked “commanded to procreate?”  “No,” he replied. Relying upon this she drank a sterilizing potion.  When her action finally became known he exclaimed: “Would that you had born me one more issue of the womb!”

2. Contraception: Babylonian Talmud: Yevamot 12b
Rabbi Bebai recited before Rabbi Nahman: Three women use a mokh in their intercourse: a minor, a pregnant woman and a nursing woman.  The minor, because she might become pregnant and die; the pregnant woman because she might cause her fetus to become a sandal; the nursing woman because she might have to wean her child prematurely and that would result in his death.
…  And what age is the minor? From eleven and a day to twelve and a day.  Once who is under or over that age carries on her intercourse in the usual manner…

...  This is the opinion of Rabbi Meir. The Sages, however, say: The one as well as the other carries on her intercourse in the usual manner and mercy will be vouchsafed from Heaven, as it is said:  “The Lord preserves the simple.”

IV. Women  & the Commandments (Mitzvot) & Legal Status







1. Exemption of women from time-bound commandments: Mitzvot aseh she'hazman graman 
Babylonian Talmud, Kiddushin 33b:

Mishnah: All positive mitzvoth (commandments) that are time-bound, men are obligated and women are exempt.  But all positive mitzvoth which are not time-bound are binding upon both men and women.  All negative mitzvoth, whether time-bound or not, are binding upon both men and women, excepting “You shall not round and mar (cut the side locks and the beard) and “He shall not defile himself {by contact} with the dead.”
Sefer Abudraham: Part III: The Blessing over Fulfilling a Mitzvah (14th Century): 
The reason women are exempt from time-bound positive mitzvoth is that a woman is bound to her husband to fulfill his needs. Were she obligated to fulfill time-bound mitzvoth it could happen that while a woman was performing {such} a mitzvah her husband would order her to do his commandment. If she performs the commandment of the Creator and not her husbands’ woe to her from him!  And if she [performs her husband commandment and leaves aside the Creato5r’s- wore to her form Him!  Therefore, the Creator has exempted her from His commandments so that she may have peace with her husband.
2. Women’s unique commandments: Challah, Niddah and Shabbat candles.
3. Women as enablers of men:  Babylonian Talmud: Berakhot 17a: 
Greater is the promise made the Holy One, blessed be He. To women than to men… Rav said to Rabbi Hiyyah: Whereby do women gain this merit?  By making their sons go to the synagogues to learn and their husbands go the Beit Midrash to study the teachings of the Rabbis and by waiting for their husbands until they return home.
